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* CALIFORNIA OONSTITUTION - CONS 

ARTICLE VI JUDICIAL [SEC. 1 - SEC. 22] ( Artiele 6 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. 

Sess. ) 

SEC. 1. j|i e judieial power of this State is vested in the Supreme Court, eourts of appeal, and superior eourts, aII of 
which are eourts of reeord. 

(See. 1 amended Nov. 5, 2002, by Prop. 48. Res.Ch. 88, 2002.) 

. SEC. _ 2 . . yhe Supreme Court eonsists of the Chief Justiee of California and 6 assoeiate justiees. The Chief Justiee 
may eonvene the eourt at any time. Concurrence of 4 judges present at the argument is neeessary for a judgment. 

An aeting Chief Justiee shall perform all funetions of the Chief Justiee when the Chief Justiee is absent or unable to 
aet. The Chief Justiee or, if the Chief Justiee fails to do so, the eourt shall seleet an assoeiate justiee as aeting Chief 
Justiee. 

(See. 2 amended Nov. 5, 1974, by Prop. 11. Res.Ch. 96, 1974.) 

5EC- 3- The Legislature shall divide the State into distriets eaeh eontaining a eourt of appeal with one or more 
divisions. Eaeh division eonsists of a presiding justiee and 2 or more assoeiate justiees. It has the power of a eourt 
of appeal and shall eonduet itself as a 3-judge eourt. Concurrence of 2 judges present at the argument is neeessary 
for a judgment. 

An aeting presiding justiee shall perform all funetions of the presiding justiee when the presiding justiee is absent or 
unable to aet. The presiding justiee or, if the presiding justiee fails to do so, the Chief Justiee shall seleet an 
assoeiate justiee of that division as aeting presiding justiee. 

(See. 3 amended Nov. 5, 1974, by Prop. 11. Res.Ch. 96, 1974.) 

SE _ C. . 4. In gg^ coun ty there is a superior eourt of one or more judges. The Legislature shall preseribe the number 
of judges and provide for the offieers and employees of eaeh superior eourt. If the governing body of eaeh affeeted 
eounty eoneurs, the Legislature may provide that one or more judges serve more than one superior eourt. 

In eaeh superior eourt there is an appellate division. The Chief Justiee shall assign judges to the appellate division 
for speeified terms pursuant to rules, not ineonsistent with statute, adopted by the Judieial Council to promote the 
independenee of the appellate division. 

(See. 4 amended June 2, 1998, by Prop. 220. Res.Ch. 36, 1996.) 

SEC - 6 - (a) The Judieial Council eonsists of the Chief Justiee and one other judge of the Supreme Court, three 
judges of eourts of appeal, 10 judges of superior eourts, two nonvoting eourt administrators, and any other 
nonvoting members as determined by the voting membership of the eouneil, eaeh appointed by the Chief Justiee for 
a three-year term pursuant to proeedures established by the eouneil; four members of the State Bar appointed by 
its governing body for three-year terms; and one member of eaeh house of the Legislature appointed as provided 
by the house. 

(b) Council membership terminates if a member eeases to hold the position that qualified the member for 
appointment. A vaeaney shall be filled by the appointing power for the remainder of the term. 

(e) The eouneil may appoint an Administrative Direetor of the Courts, who serves at its pleasure and performs 
funetions delegated by the eouneil or the Chief Justiee, other than adopting rules of eourt administration, praetiee 
and proeedure. 
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(d) To improve the administration of justiee the eouneil shall survey judieial business and make reeommendations to 
the eourts, make reeommendations annually to the Governor and Legislature, adopt rules for eourt administration, 
praetiee and proeedure, and perform other funetions preseribed by statute. The rules adopted shall not be 
ineonsistent with statute. 

(e) The Chief Justiee shall seek to expedite judieial business and to equalize the work of judges. The Chief Justiee 
may provide for the assignment of any judge to another eourt but only with the judge's eonsent if the eourt is of 
lower jurisdietion. A retired judge who eonsents may be assigned to any eourt. 

(f) Judges shall report to the eouneil as the Chief Justiee direets eoneerning the eondition of judieial business in their 
eourts. They shall eooperate with the eouneil and hold eourt as assigned. 

fSee. 6 amended Nov. 5, 2002, by Prop. 48. Res.Ch. 88, 2002.) 

S E C. 7 - The eommission on Judieial Appointments eonsists of the Chief Justiee, the Attorney General, and the 
presiding justiee of the eourt of appeal of the affeeted distriet or, if there are 2 or more presiding justiees, the one 
who has presided longest or, when a nomination or appointment to the Supreme Court is to be eonsidered, the 
presiding justiee who has presided longest on any eourt of appeal. 

(See. 7 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 

SEC. . 8, ( a ) jhe Commission on Judieial Performanee eonsists of one judge of a eourt of appeal and two judges of 
superior eourts, eaeh appointed by the Supreme Court; two members of the State Bar of California who have 
praetieed law in this State for 10 years, eaeh appointed by the Governor; and six citizens who are not judges, 
retired judges, or members of the State Bar of California, two of whom shall be appointed by the Governor, two by 
the Senate Committee on Rules, and two by the Speaker of the Assembly. Except as provided in subdivisions (b) 
and (e), all terms are for four years. No member shall serve more than two four-year terms, or for more than a 
total of 10 years if appointed to fill a vaeaney. 

(b) Commission membership terminates if a member eeases to hold the position that qualified the member for 
appointment. A vaeaney shall be filled by the appointing power for the remainder of the term. A member whose 
term has expired may eontinue to serve until the vaeaney has been filled by the appointing power. Appointing 
powers may appoint members who are already serving on the eommission priorto Mareh 1, 1995, to a single two- 
year term, but may not appoint them to an additional term thereafter. 

(e) To ereate staggered terms among the members of the Commission on Judieial Performanee, the following 
members shall be appointed, as follows: 

(1) Two members appointed by the Supreme Court to a term eommeneing Mareh 1, 1995, shall eaeh serve a term 
of two years and may be reappointed to one full term. 

(2) One attorney appointed by the Governor to a term eommeneing Mareh 1, 1995, shall serve a term of two years 
and may be reappointed to one full term. 

(3) One citizen member appointed by the Governor to a term eommeneing Mareh 1, 1995, shall serve a term of two 
years and may be reappointed to one full term. 

(4) One member appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules to a term eommeneing Mareh 1, 1995, shall serve a 
term of two years and may be reappointed to one full term. 

(5) One member appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly to a term eommeneing Mareh 1, 1995, shall serve a 
term of two years and may be reappointed to one full term. 

(6) All other members shall be appointed to full four-year terms eommeneing Mareh 1, 1995. 

(See. 8 amended Nov. 5, 2002, by Prop. 48. Res.Ch. 88, 2002.) 

SEC - 9 - The State Bar of California is a publie eorporation. Every person admitted and lieensed to praetiee law in 
this State is and shall be a member of the State Bar except while holding offiee as a judge of a eourt of reeord. 

(See. 9 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.eh. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 

SEC - 10 - The Supreme Court, eourts of appeal, superior eourts, and their judges have original jurisdietion in habeas 
eorpus proeeedings. Those eourts also have original jurisdietion in proeeedings for extraordinary relief in the nature 
of mandamus, eertiorari, and prohibition. The appellate division of the superior eourt has original jurisdietion in 
proeeedings for extraordinary relief in the nature of mandamus, eertiorari, and prohibition direeted to the superior 
eourt in eauses subjeet to its appellate jurisdietion. 

Superior eourts have original jurisdietion in all other eauses. 
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The eourt may make any eomment on the evidenee and the testimony and eredibility of any vvitness as in its 
opinion is neeessary for the proper determination of the eause. 

(See. 10 amended Nov. 5, 2002, by Prop. 48. Res.Ch. 88, 2002.) 

SEC - (a) The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdietion when judgment of death has been pronouneed. With that 
exception eourts of appeal have appellate jurisdietion when superior eourts have original jurisdietion in eauses of a 
type within the appellate jurisdietion of the eourts of appeal on June 30, 1995, and in other eauses preseribed by 
statute. When appellate jurisdietion in eivil eauses is determined by the amount in eontroversy, the Legislature may 
ehange the appellate jurisdietion of the eourts of appeal by ehanging the jurisdietional amount in eontroversy. 

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (a), the appellate division of the superior eourt has appellate jurisdietion in 
eauses preseribed by statute. 

(e) The Legislature may permit eourts exercising appellate jurisdietion to take evidenee and make findings of faet 
when jury trial is waived or not a matter of right. 

(See. 11 amended June 2, 1998, by Prop. 220. Res.Ch. 36, 1996.) 

SEC. 12. ( a ) jhe Supreme Court may, before deeision, transfer to itself a eause in a eourt of appeal. It may, before 
deeision, transfer a eause from itself to a eourt of appeal or from one eourt of appeal or division to another. The 
eourt to which a eause is transferred has jurisdietion. 

(b) The Supreme Court may review the deeision of a eourt of appeal in any eause. 

(e) The Judieial Council shall provide, by rules of eourt, for the time and proeedure for transfer and for review, 
ineluding, among other things, provisions for the time and proeedure for transfer with instruetions, for review of all 
or part of a deeision, and for remand as improvidently granted. 

(d) This seetion shall not apply to an appeal involving a judgment of death. 

(See. 12 amended Nov. 6, 1984, by Prop. 32. Res.Ch. 64, 1984. Operative May 6, 1985.) 

SEC. 13. |\j 0 judgment shall be set aside, or new trial granted, in any eause, on the ground of misdireetion of the 
jury, or of the improper admission or rejeetion of evidenee, or for any error as to any matter of pleading, or for any 
error as to any matter of proeedure, unless, after an examination of the entire eause, ineluding the evidenee, the 
eourt shall be of the opinion that the error eomplained of has resulted in a misearriage of justiee. 

(See. 13 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 

SEC. 14. jhe Legislature shall provide for the prompt publieation of sueh opinions of the Supreme Court and eourts 
of appeal as the Supreme Court deems appropriate, and those opinions shall be available for publieation by any 
person. 

Deeisions of the Supreme Court and eourts of appeal that determine eauses shall be in writing with reasons stated. 
(See. 14 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 

SEC - 15 - A person is ineligible to be a judge of a eourt of reeord unless for 10 years immediately preeeding 
seleetion, the person has been a member of the State Bar or served as a judge of a eourt of reeord in this State. 
(See. 15 amended Nov. 5, 2002, by Prop. 48. Res.Ch. 88, 2002.) 

SEC - (a) Judges of the Supreme Court shall be eleeted at large and judges of eourts of appeal shall be eleeted 
in their distriets at general eleetions at the same time and plaees as the Governor. Their terms are 12 years 
beginning the Monday after January 1 following their eleetion, except that a judge eleeted to an unexpired term 
serves the remainder of the term. In ereating a new eourt of appeal distriet or division the Legislature shall provide 
that the first eleetive terms are 4, 8, and 12 years. 

(b) Judges of superior eourts shall be eleeted in their eounties at general eleetions except as otherwise neeessary to 
meet the requirements of federal law. In the latter ease the Legislature, by two-thirds vote of the membership of 
eaeh house thereof, with the adviee of judges within the affeeted eourt, may provide fortheir eleetion by the 
system preseribed in subdivision (d), or by any other arrangement. The Legislature may provide that an unopposed 
ineumbent's name not appear on the ballot. 

(e) Terms of judges of superior eourts are six years beginning the Monday after January 1 following their eleetion. A 
vaeaney shall be filled by eleetion to a full term at the next general eleetion after the seeond January 1 following the 
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vaeaney, but the Governor shall appoint a person to fill the vaeaney temporarily until the eleeted judge's term 
begins. 

(d) (1) VVithin 30 days before August 16 preeeding the expiration of the judge's term, a judge of the Supreme Court 
or a eourt of appeal may file a deelaration of eandidaey to sueeeed to the offiee presently held by the judge. If the 
deelaration is not filed, the Governor before September 16 shall nominate a eandidate. At the next general eleetion, 
only the eandidate so deelared or nominated may appear on the ballot, which shall present the question whether 
the eandidate shall be eleeted. The eandidate shall be eleeted upon reeeiving a majority of the votes on the 
question. A eandidate not eleeted may not be appointed to that eourt but later may be nominated and eleeted. 

(2) The Governor shall fill vaeaneies in those eourts by appointment. An appointee holds offiee until the Monday 
after January 1 following the first general eleetion at which the appointee had the right to beeome a eandidate or 
until an eleeted judge qualifies. A nomination or appointment by the Governor is effeetive when eonfirmed by the 
eommission on Judieial Appointments. 

(3) Eleetors of a eounty, by majority of those voting and in a manner the Legislature shall provide, may make this 
system of seleetion applieable to judges of superior eourts. 

(See. 16 amended Nov. 5, 2002, by Prop. 48. Res.Ch. 88, 2002.) 

17 - A judge of a eourt of reeord may not praetiee law and during the term for which the judge was seleeted is 
ineligible for publie employment or publie offiee other than judieial employment or judieial offiee, except a judge of a 
eourt of reeord may aeeept a part-time teaehing position that is outside the normal hours of his or her judieial 
position and that does not interfere with the regular performanee of his or her judieial duties while holding offiee. A 
judge of a trial eourt of reeord may, however, beeome eligible for eleetion to other publie offiee by taking a leave of 
absenee without pay prior to filing a deelaration of eandidaey. Aeeeptanee of the publie offiee is a resignation from 
the offiee of judge. 

A judieial offieer may not reeeive fines or fees for personal use. 

A judieial offieer may not earn retirement serviee eredit from a publie teaehing position while holding judieial offiee. 
(See. 17 amended Nov. 8, 1988, by Prop. 94. Res.eh. 70, 1988.) 

SEC - 18 ~ (a) A judge is disqualified from aeting as a judge, without loss of salary, while there is pending (1) an 
indietment or an information eharging the judge in the United States with a erime punishable as a felony under 
California or federal law, or (2) a petition to the Supreme Court to review a determination by the Commission on 
Judieial Performanee to remove or retire a judge. 

(b) The eommission on Judieial Performanee may disqualify a judge from aeting as a judge, without loss of salary, 
upon notiee of formal proeeedings by the eommission eharging the judge with judieial miseonduet or disability. 

(e) The eommission on Judieial Performanee shall suspend a judge from offiee without salary when in the United 
States the judge pleads guilty or no eontest or is found guilty of a erime punishable as a felony under California or 
federal law or of any other erime that involves moral turpitude under that law. If the eonvietion is reversed, 
suspension terminates, and the judge shall be paid the salary for the judieial offiee held by the judge for the period 
of suspension. If the judge is suspended and the eonvietion beeomes final, the Commission on Judieial Performanee 
shall remove the judge from offiee. 

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (f), the Commission on Judieial Performanee may (1) retire a judge for 
disability that seriously interferes with the performanee of the judge's duties and is or is likely to beeome 
permanent, or (2) eensure a judge or former judge or remove a judge for aetion oeeurring not more than 6 years 
prior to the eommeneement of the judge's eurrent term or of the former judge's last term that eonstitutes willful 
miseonduet in offiee, persistent failure or inability to perform the judge's duties, habitual intemperanee in the use of 
intoxicants or drugs, or eonduet prejudieial to the administration of justiee that brings the judieial offiee into 
disrepute, or (3) publiely or privately admonish a judge or former judge found to have engaged in an improper 
aetion or derelietion of duty. The eommission may also bar a former judge who has been eensured from reeeiving 
an assignment, appointment, or referenee of work from any California state eourt. Upon petition by the judge or 
former judge, the Supreme Court may, in its diseretion, grant review of a determination by the eommission to 
retire, remove, eensure, admonish, or disqualify pursuant to subdivision (b) a judge or former judge. VVhen the 
Supreme Court reviews a determination of the eommission, it may make an independent review of the reeord. If 
the Supreme Court has not aeted within 120 days after granting the petition, the deeision of the eommission shall 
be final. 

(e) A judge retired by the eommission shall be eonsidered to have retired voluntarily. A judge removed by the 
eommission is ineligible for judieial offiee, ineluding reeeiving an assignment, appointment, or referenee of work 
from any California state eourt, and pending further order of the eourt is suspended from praetieing law in this 
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State. The State Bar may institute appropriate attorney diseiplinary proeeedings against any judge who retires or 
resigns from offiee with judieial diseiplinary eharges pending. 

(f) A determination by the Commission on Judieial Performanee to admonish or eensure a judge or former judge of 
the Supreme Court or remove or retire a judge of the Supreme Court shall be reviewed by a tribunal of 7 eourt of 
appeal judges seleeted by lot. 

(g) No eourt, except the Supreme Court, shall have jurisdietion in a eivil aetion or other legal proeeeding of any sort 
brought against the eommission by a judge. Any request for injunetive relief or other provisional remedy shall be 
granted or denied within 90 days of the filing of the request for relief. A failure to eomply with the time 
requirements of this seetion does not affeet the validity of eommission proeeedings. 

(h) Members of the eommission, the eommission staff, and the examiners and investigators employed by the 
eommission shall be absolutely immune from suit for all eonduet at any time in the eourse of their offieial duties. No 
eivil aetion may be maintained against a person, or adverse employment aetion taken against a person, by any 
employer, publie or private, based on statements presented by the person to the eommission. 

(i) The eommission on Judieial Performanee shall make rules implementing this seetion, ineluding, but not limited 
to, the following: 

(1) The eommission shall make rules for the investigation of judges. The eommission may provide for the 
eonfidentiality of eomplaints to and investigations by the eommission. 

(2) The eommission shall make rules for formal proeeedings against judges when there is eause to believe there is a 
disability or wrongdoing within the meaning of subdivision (d). 

(j) When the eommission institutes formal proeeedings, the notiee of eharges, the answer, and all subsequent 
papers and proeeedings shall be open to the publie for all formal proeeedings instituted after February 28, 1995. 

(k) The eommission may make explanatory statements. 

(l) The budget of the eommission shall be separate from the budget of any other state ageney or eourt. 

(m) The Supreme Court shall make rules for the eonduet of judges, both on and off the beneh, and for judieial 
eandidates in the eonduet of their eampaigns. These rules shall be referred to as the Code of Judieial Ethies. 

(See. 18 amended Nov. 8, 1994, by Prop. 190. Res.Ch. 111, 1994. Operative Mareh 1, 1995.) 

SEC. 18.1. jhe eommission on Judieial Performanee shall exercise diseretionary jurisdietion with regard to the 
oversight and diseipline of subordinate judieial offieers, aeeording to the same standards, and subjeet to review 
upon petition to the Supreme Court, as speeified in Seetion 18. 

No person who has been found unfit to serve as a subordinate judieial offieer after a hearing before the Commission 
on Judieial Performanee shall have the requisite status to serve as a subordinate judieial offieer. 

This seetion does not diminish or eliminate the responsibility of a eourt to exercise initial jurisdietion to diseipline or 
dismiss a subordinate judieial offieer as its employee. 

(See. 18.1 added June 2, 1998, by Prop. 221. Res.Ch. 54, 1996.) 

S _ E . C, _ 18.5. upon request, the Commission on Judieial Performanee shall provide to the Governor of any State of 
the Union the text of any private admonishment, advisory letter, or other diseiplinary aetion together with any 
information that the Commission on Judieial Performanee deems neeessary to a full understanding of the 
eommission's aetion, with respeet to any applieant whom the Governor of any State of the Union indieates is under 
eonsideration for any judieial appointment. 

(b) Upon request, the Commission on Judieial Performanee shall provide the President of the United States the text 
of any private admonishment, advisory letter, or other diseiplinary aetion together with any information that the 
Commission on Judieial Performanee deems neeessary to a full understanding of the eommission's aetion, with 
respeet to any applieant whom the President indieates is under eonsideration for any federal judieial appointment. 

(e) Upon request, the eommission on Judieial Performanee shall provide the eommission on Judieial Appointments 
the text of any private admonishment, advisory letter, or other diseiplinary aetion together with any information 
that the Commission on Judieial Performanee deems neeessary to a full understanding of the eommission aetion, 
with respeet to any applieant whom the Commission on Judieial Appointments indieates is under eonsideration for 
any judieial appointment. 

(d) All information released under this seetion shall remain eonfidential and privileged. 

(e) Notwithstanding subdivision (d), any information released pursuant to this seetion shall also be provided to the 
applieant about whom the information was reguested. 
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(f) "Private admonishment" refers to a diseiplinary aetion against a judge by the Commission on Judieial 
Performanee as authorized by subdivision (e) of Seetion 18 of Artiele VI, as amended November 8, 1988. 

(See. 18.5 added Nov. 8, 1994, by Prop. 190. Res.Ch. 111, 1994. Operative Mareh 1, 1995.) 

SEC - 19 ~ The Legislature shall preseribe eompensation for judges of eourts of reeord. 

A judge of a eourt of reeord may not reeeive the salary for the judieial offiee held by the judge while any eause 
before the judge remains pending and undetermined for 90 days after it has been submitted for deeision. 

(See. 19 amended Nov. 5, 1974, by Prop. 11. Res.Ch. 96, 1974.) 

SEC. 20. jhe Legislature shall provide for retirement, with reasonable allowance, of judges of eourts of reeord for 
age or disability. 

(See. 20 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 

SEC - 21 - On stipulation of the parties litigant the eourt may order a eause to be tried by a temporary judge who is a 
member of the State Bar, sworn and empowered to aet until final determination of the eause. 

(See. 21 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 

SEC. 22. jhe Legislature may provide for the appointment by trial eourts of reeord of offieers sueh as 
eommissioners to perform subordinate judieial duties. 

(See. 22 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 lst Ex. Sess.) 
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